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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
are due no later than 9 am on Monday 

for the next week’s bulletin. 
 

Larger announcements must be submitted  
a week prior to the Monday deadline. 

 

bulletin@stmarymagpgh.org 

ST. BEDE CHURCH  
509 South Dallas Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15208 

 

ST. JAMES CHURCH 
718 Franklin Avenue, Wilkinsburg PA 15221 

 

MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL CHURCH  
7705 Bennett Street, Pittsburgh PA 15208 

PARISH OFFICE 
509 South Dallas Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15208 
 

parishoffice@stmarymagpgh.org 
Phone:412.661.7222  
Fax: 412.661.9337 

Pastoral Staff  
Rev. Thomas J. Burke, Pastor tburke@diopitt.org 
Rev. David Taylor, Senior Parochial Vicar dtaylor@diopitt.org 
 

In Residence 
Rev. James Adeoye jamesadeoye@yahoo.com 
Rev. Augustine Temu temuago@yahoo.com 
 

Office Staff 
Frank Grande  businessmanager@stmarymagpgh.org 
Terri Price parishoffice@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Religious Education  
Teresa Maynor  tmaynor@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Music Ministries 
Jennifer Gorske, Director of Music Ministries   

412.370.2638; jgorske@stmarymagpgh.org 
Carla LaRocca DiDonato 412.422.2460;  

clarocca@stmarymagpgh.org 
Pat Morgan 412.425.3834; pmorgan@stmarymagpgh.org 
Gerard Rohlf 412.657.7570; grohlf@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Safe Environment 
Melissa Viator  mviator@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Social Ministry & Community Outreach 
Anne Scheuermann 412.241.1309;  

ascheuermann@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Media & Communications 
Cathy Raffaele  craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org 
Glennen Lloyd  parishnewsletter@stmarymagpgh.org 
Bulletin  bulletin@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Housekeeping/Maintenance 
Paul Denk, Michael Natalia, Annette Shunk 
 

Principals 
Sr. Thea Bowman Catholic Academy:  Ms. Stephanie Michael   

412.242.3515;  info@stbca.net;  sistertheabowman.org 
St. Bede School: Sr. Daniela Bronka   412.661.9425;  

info@saintbedeschool.com;  saintbedeschool.com 

Stone Soup Community Garden (near 

the corner of Ardmore Blvd and Franklin Ave in Wil-
kinsburg) is beginning its 2020 season.  It is a project 
of St. Mary Magdalene Social Ministries and Commu-
nity Outreach.  If you are interested in utilizing a bed 
or two in the garden to grow vegetables, fruits, and/or 
flowers, or would like to volunteer with planting, water-
ing, weeding and/or harvesting over the season, 
please contact Michael Drohan at 412.271.8414 or 
drohanmichael@yahoo.com. 

 

Reaching Out 
 

Many parishioners have been reaching out 
informally to each other, especially during 
these months of isolation.  The Pastoral Coun-
cil decided to organize a more formal outreach 
to older parishioners.  A member of the Pasto-
ral Council or Outreach Team will call in the 
next month just to check in, parishioner to pa-
rishioner.  
 

In the meantime, we hope you are doing well 
and staying healthy during these challenging 
days.  Let us keep each other in prayer. 

We will continue to report offertory and PSP contribu-
tions weekly.  Faith Direct and the total for all collections 
will be reported at the end of the month. 
 

Offertory 
May 3 $12,578 

      May 10   $8,193               
 

PSP Goal  $153,393   Received  $56,136 

Stewardship   

Special Collection on May 17 for Catholic 

Relief Services and Overseas Missions (Church in Latin 
America, Church in Central and Eastern Europe, 
Church in Africa).   This collection offers us an opportuni-

ty to help those in need in the light of the Gospel. In do-

ing so, we act as faithful stewards of the gifts God has 

given us. 
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PASTOR’S NOTE 
 

Be Filled With the Holy Spirit! 
 
Back in August of 1988, I remember 
when my parents Bill and Marge 
dropped me off at Clarion University 
at my dorm room in Campbell Hall 
to start my college journey, majoring 
in Communications and Broadcast-
ing.  It was the first time I was living 
two hours away from my family. I 

remember feeling anxious to start a new journey of being 
on my own as a young eighteen-year-old.  After my par-
ents helped me unpack my belongings and set up my 
room, they hugged me and told me that I would never be 
alone; they would be with me in spirit each day. That 
gave me great comfort! 
 

This weekend we celebrate the Sixth Sunday of Easter. 
The readings this weekend focus on having the Holy 
Spirit to guide us and give us strength and peace in our 
daily life.   
 

In the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, we read 
how the word of God brings joy to the entire community. 
They receive baptism and the gift of the Holy Spirit by 
attentively listening to Philip’s proclamation and marvel 
at the wonderful deeds he performs in God’s service.  
 

In the second reading from First Peter, we are encour-
aged to remain strong in our faith convictions no matter 
what the challenge is in life.  
 

In the Gospel of John, we continue reading the “farewell 
discourse” at the Last Supper. Jesus promises his disci-
ples that if they love him and keep his commandments, 
he will send them another Advocate to serve as their 
mediator, intercessor, comforter, and consoler.  Through 
the Advocate, the presence of Jesus will always be avail-
able to the disciples.  As we celebrate the Feast of the 
Ascension of our Lord this coming Thursday and prepare 
to celebrate Pentecost in two weeks, these final weeks 
of Easter prepare us to accept the challenge to go forth, 
love, and serve the Lord.  
 

As we continue to go through the Coronavirus pandemic, 
let us always remember the Holy Spirit guides and com-
forts us, and that we are not alone. 
 

Be Filled with the Holy Spirit! 
 
This past week Governor Tom Wolf moved Allegheny 
County from the Red to the Yellow Phase making some 
minor progress of opening businesses in our area.  The 
“Yellow Phase” means caution as we continue to go day 
by day living out our lives and staying safe.  We are still 
unable to have mass at our churches but we are able to 
have funerals, baptisms and weddings with a limited 
number of people.  Confessions are available by ap-
pointment only, and all St. Mary Magdalene Church 
buildings will continue to remain closed until further no-
tice. Our Parish Office remains open. 
 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Daniel Alexander Tapia Jimenez 
who has completed the RCIA program and received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation last week. His fiancé, 
Marisella Rodriguez was his sponsor. They will be get-
ting married on June 20 in San Luis Obispo, California.  
 
Parish Improvements 
 
Mariani & Richards Incorporated of Overbrook con-
tinues to spot point and repair mortar outside of St. 
James Church.  
 
Toth Carpeting and Flooring of Munhall has complet-
ed installing new flooring in the St. Bede School Cafete-
ria. The walls will be receiving a fresh coat of paint and 
new window blinds will be installed in the next few 
weeks.  
 
A new dumpster has been installed at the St. Bede Cam-
pus located behind the school. Due to unauthorized 
dumping, the dumpster now has a secured lock top. 
 
Graphics 22 of Hazelwood installed a new sign in front 
of the St. James Rectory and a new accessible sign on 
the side door of the St. James Chapel, Mulberry Street 
entrance.  
 
Updated Security System 
In the next few weeks we will be updating our security 
system at our campuses with new alarm codes.  Current-
ly, we have three different security companies: Intertech, 
Guardian and Vector and we are trying to combine into 
one system to make it more efficient for billing purposes. 
All parishioners who currently have keys and security 
code access to any of our parish buildings are asked to 
contact Cathy Raffaele by Monday, May 25 for access 
information. The new system will go into effect June 1. 
 
Happy Birthday to Cathy Raffaele who is celebrating 
her birthday this Friday, May 22. 
 
 

Something to Think About… 
Do not be satisfied with little things,  

because God wants great things!  
St. Catherine of Siena 

 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke, Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 
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Advisory Councils 

Parish Pastoral Council Finance Council 

Patricia Albacete  
Linda Atkins 

Lois Campbell 
Denise Charron-Prochownik 

Anne Kovalan-Santoni 
Peter Lahoda 

Teresa Maynor 
Joan Price 

Janice Reed 
Dante Romito 
Eric Setzler 

Geloria White 
 

Pastoral Council meets 
on the 3

rd 
Monday  

of the month. 

Martin Albacete 
David Aleva 

Christopher Benec 
Linda Burke 

Michael Myers 
Michael Polite 

Judy Prata 
Bill Rawlings 
Mara Sullivan 
Victor Thorpe 

 
 
 
Finance Council meets 

on 4
th 

Monday 
 of the month. 

Advisory Councils 
Parish Pastoral Council and Finance Council meeting 
minutes are on our website. 
 

If you wish a paper copy of the minutes, please con-
tact the Parish Office at 412.661.7222. 

Father Taylor’s Reflection 
 

 

In this Sunday's gospel, Jesus 
continues to prepare his disciples 
for the challenge that they will 
face after his death and resurrec-
tion. He encourages them to be 
strong and to know that he will 
not leave them alone.  
 

It is so important to know that in our day-to-day living, 
we have an advocate who will be with us in the jour-
ney of life. We also can advocate for one another. 
The current health crisis has taught us how to be 
more generous, loving and supportive of each other.   
 
We are asked in the second reading today to not be 
afraid to offer an explanation as to what Hope and 
Faith mean to us.  We will always be challenged as 
we spread goodness and decency, but it is certainly 
worth the effort.  
 
In our parish, we are finding many good and positive 
ways of staying close to one another.  We should 
never have to feel alone and isolated.  Let us contin-
ue to reach out. 

As a Faith Community, we pray for those 

who request prayers for all situations. 
 

Gail Britanik, Bridget Costello, Dorothy Dansby,   
Michael DeVita, Mary Lou Laird,  Deanna Nebel, 
Dominic Nebel, Emily Reiling, Marion Reynoso,  

James & Rose Smith, and Arlene Trichtinger 
 

We pray for those affected by the coronavirus, COVID-19: 
those who are ill; healthcare and frontline workers; 
religious and government leaders; and everyone im-
pacted in any way. 
 

If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please call the Parish Office or email 
craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org. 
 

The names will be published in the bulletin and on the 
website. 

Information during the Pandemic 

Sunday Masses will be broadcast on Saturdays on 
Facebook/Live streamed at 4 pm and available on 
YouTube at 5:30 pm. 
 

Facebook: Saint Mary Magdalene Parish, @smmppgh  
YouTube: St. Mary Magdalene Parish PGH  
 

The parish website will be updated as information is 
available, saintmarymagdalenepgh.org. 
 

Bulletins and Living Faith books are available at the 
Parish Office. 

Mass for the Ascension of the Lord 
will be live streamed on Face-
book at 9 am on Thursday, May 
21, and will be available on 
YouTube at 12 pm. 
 

Facebook: Saint Mary Magdalene 
Parish, @smmppgh  
YouTube: St. Mary Magdalene 
Parish PGH  

Virtual Faith Sharing on ZOOM! 
Join fellow parishioners on ZOOM on Sunday, May 
17 and 24, from 2 to 3 pm for an informal time of faith 
sharing. The link to the meeting and the topic is sent 
by email and is also on the homepage of our website. 
 

If you currently do not receive emails from the parish 
and would like to, please send your email address to 
craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org. 
 

In this difficult time, this is an opportunity to connect 
with one another in a meaningful way. We hope you 
can join us! 
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Body Soap and Disinfecting Products 
are requested for our parish pantries during the month 
of May.  Please take donations to the Parish Office at 
509 S. Dallas Avenue in Point Breeze.  It is preferred 
that donations be brought between 10 am and 5 pm 
Monday through Friday.  If not, they can be left on the 
front or back porch.   
 

It is suggested (but not necessary at this time) that 
donations no longer be put in plastic bags but recycla-
ble bags which will then be used at the pantries.   

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Radio Program, with 

Fr. Tom Burke as host, 
highlights elementary and 
secondary schools; col-

leges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is 
broadcast every other Sunday morning on KDKA-AM.   
 

Fr. Tom’s next program is on May 24 with Mary Claire 
Kasunic, President t of Oakland Catholic High School.   
 

See the homepage of our website, for the link to pod-
casts of the programs: stmarymagdalenepgh.org . 

 

Thank you for your generous support 
of St. Mary Magdalene Parish  

New Floor at St. Bede School Cafeteria  
by Toth Carpeting and Flooring of Munhall.  

Mulberry Street 

New Signs at St. James Campus  
by Graphics 22 of Hazelwood  

stmarymagdalenepgh.org


Pope Francis Invites You to Celebrate Laudato Si’ Week May 16 to 24, 2020 
 
Pope Francis invites the Universal Church to share in prayer at this time of the 
Fifth Anniversary of his encyclical letter, Laudato Sí’,  On Care for Our Com-
mon Home in 2015.   
 
View Pope Francis’ 2 minute invitation to celebrate the anniversary on the Vatican website: laudatosiweek.org/  
 

Some quotes from the encyclical to reflect on during the week… 
 
The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring the whole human family together to 
seek a sustainable and integral development, for we know that things can change. The Creator does not abandon 
us; he never forsakes his loving plan or repents of having created us. Humanity still has the ability to work together 
in building our common home. Here I want to recognize, encourage and thank all those striving in countless ways 
to guarantee the protection of the home which we share. Particular appreciation is owed to those who tirelessly 
seek to resolve the tragic effects of environmental degradation on the lives of the world’s poorest. Young people 
demand change. They wonder how anyone can claim to be building a better future without thinking of the environ-
mental crisis and the sufferings of the excluded. (paragraph 13) 
 
 
I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our planet. We need a conver-
sation which includes everyone, since the environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its human roots, con-
cern and affect us all. The worldwide ecological movement has already made considerable progress and led to the 
establishment of numerous organizations committed to raising awareness of these challenges. Regrettably, many 
efforts to seek concrete solutions to the environmental crisis have proved ineffective, not only because of powerful 
opposition but also because of a more general lack of interest. Obstructionist attitudes, even on the part of believ-
ers, can range from denial of the problem to indifference, nonchalant resignation or blind confidence in technical 
solutions. We require a new and universal solidarity. As the bishops of Southern Africa have stated: “Everyone’s 
talents and involvement are needed to redress the damage caused by human abuse of God’s creation”. All of us 
can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of creation, each according to his or her own culture, experience, 
involvements and talents. (paragraph 14) 
 
 
[St. Francis of Assisi’s] response to the world around him was so much more than intellectual appreciation or eco-
nomic calculus, for to him each and every creature was a sister united to him by bonds of affection. . . Such a con-
viction cannot be written off as naive romanticism, for it affects the choices which determine our behavior. If we 
approach nature and the environment without this openness to awe and wonder, if we no longer speak the lan-
guage of fraternity and beauty in our relationship with the world, our attitude will be that of masters, consumers, 
ruthless exploiters, unable to set limits on their immediate needs. By contrast, if we feel intimately united with all 
that exists, then sobriety and care will well up spontaneously. The poverty and austerity of Saint Francis were no 
mere veneer of asceticism, but something much more radical: a refusal to turn reality into an object simply to be 
used and controlled. (paragraph 11) 
 
 
We all know that it is not possible to sustain the present level of consumption in developed countries and wealthier 
sectors of society, where the habit of wasting and discarding has reached unprecedented levels. The exploitation 
of the planet has already exceeded acceptable limits and we still have not solved the problem of poverty. 
(paragraph 27) 
 

These situations have caused sister earth, along with all the abandoned of our world, to cry out, pleading that we 
take another course. Never have we so hurt and mistreated our common home as we have in the last two hundred 
years. Yet we are called to be instruments of God our Father, so that our planet might be what he desired when he 
created it and correspond with his plan for peace, beauty and fullness. (paragraph 53) 
 

A fragile world, entrusted by God to human care, challenges us to devise intelligent ways of directing, developing 
and limiting our power. ( paragraph 78) 
 

https://laudatosiweek.org/


“The external deserts in the world are growing, because the internal deserts have become so vast.” For this rea-
son, the ecological crisis is also a summons to profound interior conversion. It must be said that some committed 
and prayerful Christians, with the excuse of realism and pragmatism, tend to ridicule expressions of concern for 
the environment. Others are passive; they choose not to change their habits and thus become inconsistent. So 
what they all need is an “ecological conversion”, whereby the effects of their encounter with Jesus Christ become 
evident in their relationship with the world around them. Living our vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is 
essential to a life of virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary aspect of our Christian experience. (paragraph 217) 

 

Laudato Si’ offers a vision for building a more just and sustainable world. The lessons of the encyclical can provide 
a path forward as societies emerge from the coronavirus pandemic, which has brought many parts of the world to a 
halt. We invite everyone to use the teachings of Laudato Si’ to guide our actions as we struggle, grow, and trans-
form through this crisis together.   

Join with Catholics from all across the globe and be united in spirit because  

 “everything is connected” and say this prayer at noon on May 24.    

To read Laudato Si´ online or to download a PDF version, visit the homepage of our website: 
saintmarymagdalenepgh.org 

saintmarymagdalenepgh.org
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Wagner Quality Shoes
New Balance - SAS - Ugg

Red Wing - Dansko & More
4313 Butler St., Lawrenceville

412-682-2759
  Quality, Comfort, Fit

JOHN A. FREYVOGEL SONS, INC.  FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Owned and Operated by the Freyvogel Family Since 1907

 John A. Freyvogel, III F.D., Supervisor J. Kirk Freyvogel, F.D.
4900 Centre Avenue at Devonshire • 412-621-1665 • freyvogelfuneralhome.com

Serving Pittsburgh
for more than
100 Years.

JFK Piano & Furniture 
Service

Catering to Interior Designers
Specializing in Piano, Retirement Villages

& Small Residential Moves
Cell (412) 760-9283 JACK KLEMM
E-mail jfkpiano@verizon.net (412) 241-0542

The primary care physicians for your car...
235½ Carron Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15206

412-361-3554
www.bastoneauto.com

Michael J. Boyle
Meyer, Unkovic & Scott LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

1300 Oliver Building Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

(412) 456-2810

Mike Newell
Agent

Insurance & Financial Services
4772 Liberty Ave. 412-621-0600

Trevor A. Lloyd
Parishioner

Office: 1-412-243-4120
1102 South Braddock Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15218

For over 100 years
Family owned & operated

www.jamesfloralshoppe.com
1-800-860-3794

Parishioner Yvonne Wingard

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
•  LeafGuard®  

is guaranteed 
never to clog or 
we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out   
 leaves, pine needles, and debris
•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder   

to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
 a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024. Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card 
with FREE in-home estimate!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will 
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit 

one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. 

The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated 
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company 

in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may 
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion 
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not 

sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to change without notice prior to 
reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*After 12/31/19 customer will be

eligible for 50% off labor. Does not
include cost of material.

Offer expires 3/31/20.

x

Kristin L. Hauman, Funeral Director
Robert A. Wolfe, Supervisor 

3604 Greensburg Pike
Pittsburgh, PA 15221

412-731-5001
wolfepgh.com 

Providing caring,
compassionate service

in Pittsburgh since 1918.

  

    All Class Reunion:
          Sept. 27, 28, 29 2019
    All Class Reunion:
          Sept. 25, 26, 27 2020
    We need contact information for
    “all classes”, please send to:
     stjamesalumniwilk@yahoo.com

Join Us For Our
Annual Events:

Patrick T. Lanigan, Supervisor
Joseph N. Strednak, F.D.

East Pittsburgh • Turtle Creek
(412) 824-8800

Marita Rohlf
Sales Associate

LIC# RS327303

1028 S. Braddock Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Office 412.241.4700 ext. 75

Cell 412.215.1384

Fax 412.235.6759

maritarohlf@gmail.com
www.neighborhoodrealtyservices.com

BUILDING A 
NATION OF 
NEIGHBORS

 

                                                                                  We Listen With Compassion
                            Estate Administration • Probate • Estate Planning • Wills and Powers of Attorney

                      Serving the Community Since 1996   Laura Cohen, Attorney at Law
                                     www.familylegalcenter.com   4372 Old William Penn Highway
                                                 (412) 824-0100   Monroeville, Pennsylvania 15146
                                                                                   

Mason Tree Service
412-818-7527

Honest Service

• Tree Removal
• Stump Removal

• Emergency Services
• Tree Prunning
• Lot Clearance

Fully Insured
Tree Estimate

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.




